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SENSITIVE 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PTER, PGOV, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINES LOOKING AT ISLAMIC JIHAD /HAMAS 
IN CONNECTION WITH BOMBINGS 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED - TREAT ACCORDINGLY. 

1. (SBU) SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR ESTEBAN CANEVARI WAS 
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APPOINTED IN MID -AUGUST BY ARGENTINE SUPREME COURT TO 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: OSCAR J OLSON 
DATE/CASE ID: 26 NOV 2008 200705645 
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INVESTIGATE THE 1992 TERRORIST BOMBING OF THE ISRAELI 
EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES AND ANY POSSIBLE LINKS BETWEEN 
THIS ATTACK AND THE ONE ON THE AMIA JEWISH COMMUNITY 
CENTER IN 1994. IN AN OCTOBER 10 MEETING WITH THE 
CHARGE AND POLOFF , CANEVARI TOLD US HE HAS THE GREEN 
LIGHT TO INVESTIGATE ANY LEADS IN THE FIVE-YEAR-OLD 
EMBASSY BOMBING CASE. WE ASKED IF THERE WAS ANYTHING 
NEW WHICH HAD CAUSED HIS APPOINTMENT. HE SAID THERE 
WAS NOT, ALTHOUGH HE BELIEVED ISLAMIC JIHAD'S CLAIM OF 
RESPONSIBILITY STILL MERITED ATTENTION AND SHOULD BE 
PURSUED. THE CHARGE SAID THAT THE USG STOOD READY TO 
OFFER ASSISTANCE, IF POSSIBLE. CANEVARI THANKED THE 
CHARGE FOR THIS OFFER. 

2. (U) SEVERAL DAYS AFTER THIS MEETING (OCTOBER 16), 
AN ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE NEWSPAPER " CLARIN" STATING 
THAT AN UN -NAMED ISRAELI OFFICIAL HAD IMPLICATED HAMAS 
LEADER JALED MISHAL AS THE PERSON WHO HAD PROVIDED THE 
EXPLOSIVES FOR THE ATTACK IN BUENOS AIRES. (THE 
ARTICLE DID NOT REMARK ON ANY POSSIBLE LINK BETWEEN 
THIS ALLEGATION AND THE FACT THAT MISHAL HAD JUST BEEN 
THE TARGET OF AN ISRAELI ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT.) THE 
ARTICLE WENT TO NOTE THAT THERE WAS OTHERWISE NOTHING 
NEW TO REPORT IN THE INVESTIGATION. 

3. (SBU) ON OCTOBER 16, AN OFFICIAL WHO WORKS FOR 
CANEVARI INFORMED US THAT THE SUPREME COURT HAD ASKED 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TO SEND THE EMBASSY A DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE REQUESTING "ALL THE INFORMATION THE USG HAS ON 
TSLAMIC JIHAD." WE RESPONDED THAT SIMILAR INFORMATION 
HAD ALREADY BEEN PROVIDED TO GOA OFFICIALS. THE 
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OFFICIAL SAID ANYTHING WHICH COULD BE PROVIDED FOR USE 
IN A LEGAL CASE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

4. (SBU) THIS TOPIC AND A POSSIBLE USG OFFER OF 
ASSISTANCE WAS HIGHLIGHTED IN THE PRESS AND BY MEMBERS 
OF THE LOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY DURING PRESIDENT 
CLINTON'S VISIT TO ARGENTINA. WE WILL PROVIDE THE TEXT 
OF QHE DYLOMATIC NOTE WHEN WE RECEIVE IT. GODARD 
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